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THE SESSIONAL PROGRAMME. 


The holiday season is drawing to a close, and before this number of 
the journal appears library assistants who, in common with others, have 
been seeking a renewal of health, will be returning to the scene of their 
daily duties, eager, we hope, for the winter's work. The “free and 
holiday rejoicing spirit’? will have to be ** bound down,’’ and we of the 
L.A.A. must turn with all earnestness to the work of the coming Session. 
The present is therefore an opportune time for submitting the programme 
which has been arranged, and members will, we think, agree with us 
when we say that this programme equals, even if it does not exceed, in 
variety and usefulness that of last year. The experiment of junior 
papers, introduced last year, proved so entirely successful, and was so 
evidently appreciated, that it is to be repeated. At each meeting a paper 
will be contributed by one of the younger members of the Association, and 
as the object is to give junior assistants a more real interest in, the 
meetings, it is hoped that they will take the fullest possible advantage of 
the opportunity for discussion. As to the senior papers, an attempt has 
again been made to have supplementary or pro and con papers. This 
should not only stimulate discussion, but will be the means of placing 
before members the different sides of some controversial questions in 
library administration. Not the least attractive feature of the meetings 
of the Association has always been the facilities afforded for inspecting 
the various libraries at which meetings are held, and a glance at the pro- 
gramme will show that during the coming Session some of the most 
recent and up-to-date libraries in London will be visited. Bromley Library, 
Poplar ; North Library, Islington; and Herne Hill Library Lambeth, to 
mention a few, are interesting from many points of view and are well 
worth a visit. 

The Inaugural Meeting on October 10th, at which Mr. Edmund 
Gosse, LU.D., will deliver an address, deserves special mention, but we 
shall have more to say about this meeting next month. We _ hope, 
however, that members will make a note of the date, and that they will 
make known the meeting to non-members and others, in order that a 
large gathering may be assured. Last Session it was apparent to all that 
members were displaying a greater interest and enthusiasm in the work 
of the Association. It is confidently hoped that the same enthusiasm will 
mark the efforts of the ensuing winter, and that one and all will unite, by 
regular attendance, by taking part in the discussions, and by introducing 
as many non-members as possible to the meetings, to make the Session a 
brilliant success. 
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Library Assistants’ Association. 


(FOUNDED 1595). 


Chairman : Hon. Secretary : Hon. Treasurer : 
W. Benson Thorne, W. C. Berwick Sayers, W. Geo. Chambers, 
Bromley, Poplar. Central Library, Croydon. Plumstead, Woolwich. 


TWELFTH SESSION, 1906-07. 


° 
Programme of Monthly Meetings. 

The Committee welcomes unreservedly all members, assistants, and 
others interested, to these meetings. This programme is as full and as 
varied as any previous one, and it is hoped that full advantage will be 
taken of it. Every paper will be discussed. Strangers attending will find 
it advantageous to introduce themselves at the meetings to the Hon. 
Secretaries, who will take great pleasure in introducing them to other 
members of the Association ; no member nor friend necd remain away 
because he does not know other members. 

Note.—The Business part of the programme only is given here. There 
will be social features at many of the meetings. These will be announced 
in due course in ** The Library Assistant.” 


Punctuality is earnestly requested. 


MICHAELMAS TERM. 
October 10th. 8.0 p.m. INauGurAL. Lonpon ScHoot oF 
Economics, Kincsway, W.C. 
E. Wyndham Hulme, Esq., Librarian of the Patent 
Office Library, in the Chair. 
Inaugural Address by EDMUND GOSSE, Esgq., LL.D., 
Librarian of the House of Lords. 
November 14th. 7.30 p.m. BrRomLey LiBrary, Brunswick Roap, 
PopLar, E. (By kind invitation of the Chief Librarian). 
This is a new Carnegie Library which presents many interesting points in library 
planning, especially of lighting and supervision. 
Harry Rowlatt, Esq., Chief Librarian, in the Chair. 
7.30 Junior paper: Henry A. Twort, Croydon Central Lending 
Library. ** Collections of Illustrations in Public Libraries.”’ 

Synopsis: Illustrations as an aid to study; their use in Libraries ; method of 

storing ; classification; loan and reference use ; indexing ; illustrations in books. 
8.15 p.m. Senior papers: (/) W. Benson Thorne, District 
Librarian, Bromley, E.** Aids to Readers: Printed and Mechanical.’’ 

Synopsis : A consideration of the question—* Are aids necessary ?"’ what is an 
aid ? the variety of individiials to be catered for, and how their needs may best be 
met; the recognised bibliographical aids; other aids; catalogues, reading lists, 
bulletins, bibliographical articles, etc. ; the lending and reference departments and 
their different requirements in the matter of aids; what can be done for the fiiction 
reader ? aids and their relation to popular progress. 

(2) W. R. B. Prideaux, B.A., The Library, Royal College 
of Physicians. ‘* Personal Relations between Staff and Readers.’’ 

Synopsis: Importance of the subject ; different kinds of readers and their wants; 
the difficulties of the situation : what not to do. 

December 5th. NortTH Lisprary, IsLincton, Manor Gardens, Holloway 
Road. (By kind invitation of the Chief Librarian). 

This library is the first of the Islington system; it has many unique features, for 
example, no newspapers in reading room. Its accommodation includes lending 
library and reading room, lecture room, photographic dark room, various staff and 
administration rooms. It has electric lifts, fans, radiators, etc. ; is an open access 
library ; and is so well planned that it cannot fail to be most instructive to all who 
visit it. 
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James Duff Brown, Esq., Chief Librarian, in the Chair. 
7.30 p.m. Junior paper: Harry Fostall, Bromiley Library, Kent. 
‘* The Junior Work of Annotation,”’ 

Synopsis: Introduction; aims and objects; appraisal versus description ; 
author's qualifications; subject; object; indexes and bibliographies; periods; 
reviews and sources of information. 

8.15 p.m. Senior papers: (/) James D. Stewart, Chief Assis- 
tant, Islington Public Libraries. ‘* Descriptive Annotation.’ 

Synopsis: What annotation is; reason for annotation; general principles; 
methods of annotation; various styles of annotation necessary for various classes 
of literature ; practice and technique of annotation. 

(2) William A. Peplow, Librarian-in- Charge », Central 
Lending Library, Croydon. ‘* Evaluative Annotation.”’ j 
Synopsis: W hat is evaluation ? various kinds; aims and objects ; advantages of 

a slight form in catalogues; use in book selection ; specimens of descriptive evaluation. 


LENT AND SUMMER TERM. 


January 9th, 7.30 p.m. Futuam Pustic Liprary. (By kind invitation 
of the Chief Librarian). 

Walter S. C. Rae. Esq., Chief Librarian, in the Chair. 

7.30 p.m. Junior paper: George E. Denne, Richmond Public 
Library. ‘* Donations.”’ 

Synopsis: The kind of donations usually received ; should all donations be 
accepted ? methods of dealing with undesirable donations; should the librarian 
have power to admit donations, or should the Committee retain this ? acknowledge- 
ment form; what this should state; should donations go into the stock book ? 
methods of marking with donation labels; periodicals; methods of dealing with 
irregularly denoted periodicals, etc, 

8.15 p.m. Senior papers: (7) James D. Young, Sub-Librarian, 
Greenwich. ‘* The Present Condition of Library Legislation : its 
Advantages, Drawbacks and Probable Future.’ 

Synopsis: Parliamentary legislation of the present day, its shortcomings; the 
consequences of a limited rate; what is the true work of a Public Library as 
sanctioned by Act of Parliament? rating of Public Libraries ; local legislation as 
it is and some suggested changes and innovations. 

(2) A. H. Yates, Senior Assistant, Hornsey Public 
Libraries. ** The Need of a Connection between the Public Library 
and the Theatre.”’ 

Synopsis : The educational influence of the stage has been overlooked by public 
libraries ; the public library should advertise the best dramas currently played, 
with location of the plays in the library ; various results of linking up the theatre 
and the library in this way; would tend to improve the tone of the theatre by 
pointing out the best in drama; significance of the fact that plays are used in 
schools; would improve knowledge of history, language, elocution, etc. 

February 13th. 7.30 p.m. SHOREDITCH PuBLic LisBRARY. (By kind 
invitation of the Chief Librarian). 

William C. Plant, Esq., Chief Librarian, in the Chair. 

7.30 p.m. Junior paper: H. C. Sawtell, Wimbledon Public Library, 
‘* Blacking-out of Betting News.”’ 

Synopsis: The cause—is it for good or evil ? the methods ‘employed; results— 
are they beneficial ? : : 
8.15 p.m. Senior papers: (7) R. F. Bullen, District Librarian, 
Bow Library, Poplar. ‘* Library Catalogues: their Effects and 

Defects.”’ 

Synopsis: Difference between catalogues and bibliographies. The need of 
catalogues. Varieties of catalogues, their merits and demerits. Dictionary cata- 
logues. Classified catalogues. Union catalogues. Indices. Full versus abbrevi- 
ated entries. Cross references. Punctuation. Some difficulties and dangers in 
cataloguing. Annotation. 

(2) Horace Barlow, The London Library. ‘‘The Future 
of the Ecotmae 
March 13th. 8.30 p.m. St. GEORGE’s PuBLic LiBRARY, CABLE STREET, 
STEPNEY. 

A. W. Cawthorne, Esq., Chief Librarian, Stepney, in the Chair. 

This meeting is open to persons engaged in library practice only. on account o 
the subject-matter of Mr. Roebuck’s paper. 
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8.30 p.m. Junior paper: G. F. Vale, St. George’s Public Library, 
Stepney. ‘*On the track of the Defaulter.”’ 

Synopsis: What constitutes a “ defaulter."". How to deal with the wrongdoer. 
Special defaults: the newsroom defaulter, the child defaulter, and the book depart- 
ments defaulter. Common tricks attempted by the breakers of regulations, and 
means employed to circumvent them. The question of the police. The necessity 
for tact and prompt judgment. 


Senior paper. Geo. E. Roebuck, District Librarian, St. George's ’ 
Public Library, Stepney. ‘* Professional Etiquette.”’ 
Synopsis: What it is and what it means to men in any particular calling. 
* Knowing one’s ticket."" To what extent this factor exists in modern librarianship. 
The need for its more general recognition. What we may expect it to produce. 
Consideration of ways and means. 


April roth, 7.30 p.m. HerNe Hitt Purtic Liprary, Lampern. (By 
kind invitation of the Chief Librarian) 

Lambeth has the largest system of libraries in London, and Herne Hill, its largest 
branch, is probably the largest branch library in England. Its particular feature 
is the fan-shaped lending library; it has a lecture room and the usual features in 
excellent style. It is a good example of a librarian’s library as opposed to an 
architect's. 

7.30 p.m. Junior paper: Sidney Kirby, Stroud Green Library, 
Hornsey, N. ‘‘ Co-operation: a suggestion.”’ 

Synopsis: Necessity, aim and effect of an accepted scheme for all public libraries. 
Suggestion: large store libraries from which all public libraries are to borrow ; 
classification and catalogues ; methods of transit and registration; cost, upkeep, 
and management ; comparison with specialisation ; the expected result 


8.15 p.m. Senior paper: Henry Vaux Hopwood, Assistant 
Librarian, Patent Office Library. ‘* Technical Libraries.”’ 
Synorsis: Technical books and their use in libraries. Classes of readers— student, 
“ practical"’ and ** popular” reader, searcher and inventor. Classes of works 
needed to meet their varying requirements. Considerations governing the selection 
of such works for libraries of varying type. Reference to information not con- 
tained in library. Value of specialisation and co-operation. 


May 8th, 7.30 p.m.  BromMLey (KENT) Pustic Liprary. (By kind 
invitation of the Chief Librarian). 

Bromley is a new Carnegie library designed on the open access principle. It has 
many interesting features ; a large and neatly fitted lending library with radiating 
shelves, lecture and study rooms, besides the usual departments. The library is 
classified on an interesting adaptation of Dewe > are several points in 
shelf guiding well worth study. The library is also one of the most beautifully 
situated in England. 

Peter Harper, Esq., Chairman Public Libraries Committee, in 
the Chair. 

7.30 p.m. Junior paper: S. J. Redgrave, Croydon Central 
Reference Library. ‘+ A Public Library Book-Extension Service.” 

Synopsis : Hitherto many libraries have sent lists of books to local debating and 
other societies; why not send the books? practical advantage of issuing the book 
while the subject is current; methods of issue; local directory as reference for 
guarantee; secretaries of societies may issue the books; result in gaining new 
borrowers; objections and risks. 

8.15 p.m. Senior papers: Branch Libraries versus Delivery 
Stations. 
(1) H. G. Sureties, District Librarian, Shepherd’s Hill, 
Hornsey. ‘* Branch Libraries.”’ 

Synopsis: Branch library factors and administrative policy ; necessity of judicious 
planning and geographical placing as affected by local considerations; branches 
versus delivery stations; centralisation versus de-centralisation; rotating versus 
fixed staffs ; floating stocks ; general observations. 

. " ‘ ‘ é 
(2) W. C. Berwick Sayers, Sub-Librarian, Croydon ° 
Public Libraries. ‘* Delivery Stations.”’ 

Synopsis: Modern business theory recommends centralisation ; unsatisfactoriness 
of branch service as a rule to public and staff; when the unjust claim of the news- 
paper is disregarded it will be found that a number of carefully-placed delivery 
stations would effectively and economically serve a town ; libraries in post-oftices, 
schools, and police stations ; telephonic communication and motor delivery ; various 
methods of cnange and interchange ; factors and comparative cost of branch and 
delivery stations. 
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ANNUAL MEETING, JUNE t1roth, 1907. 
WooLwicH Pustic Lisrarigs. 


(By kind invitation of Ernest A. Baker, Esq., M.A., Chief 
Librarian). 

Members who visited the Plumstead library in May, 1904, will 
remember that Woolwich possesses some of the Jargest and best- 
equipped libraries in London. During the afternoon opportunity 
will be given to the Members to examine the Eltham Branch, a new 
library designed on the open access system. 

5.30 p.m. Counting Ballot for Committee. 

Evening Session, 6.30 p.m. 

6.30 p.m. Ernest A. Baker, Esq., M.A., 

“The Literary Training of the Public Librarian.” 

Synopsis: Are a liberal culture and an interest in literature 
essential qualifications of the public librarian? The alleged opposi- 
tion between mechanical and administrative ability and the more 
scholarly attainments of a man dealing with books as books. Both 
sides should be cultivated by an ideal system of professional training. 
7.30 p.m. Philip C. Bursill, Assistant Librarian, Woolwich 
Public Libraries. “ Staff Time Sheets and Routine Books.” 

Synopsis : Staff time sheets: difficulties of arrangement : 
criticisms and some suggestions; staff work books and calendars; 
instruction and information lists, their usefulness as guides to the 
proper working of libraries. 

8.30 p.m. Annual Business Meeting. Chairman's Address. 

* Progress of Librarianship during the Year.”’ 

Election of Officers and Committee. Presentation of 
Annual Report. 


July 4th. AFTERNOON ExcursIoN TO BRIGHTON. (By kind invitation 
of Henry D. Roberts, Esq., Chief Librarian and Superintendent, who 
will entertain the members to tea). 

The Railway Company runs fast half-day excursions to Brighton on 
Wednesdays during the summer months. The total expense of the 
excursion would not exceed 3s. each member. 

Brighton Public Library is a remarkable and beautiful building, built to be in 
keeping with the Royal Pavilion. It has handsome departments, the reference 
room being especially fine. The lending library has the indicator for fiction, and 
a neatly planned open access library for non-fiction. Attached to the Libra ary are 
Museum and Art Gallery. The institution is one of the few municipal libraries not 


under the Public Libraries Acts. The general attractions of this pleasure resort it is 
unnecessary to dwell upon. 


Note.—-The Committee is always pleased to receive offers of 
papers for the Sessional Programme, or suggestions of 
topics for discussion. 

W. C. BERWICK SAYERS, 
Hon. Sec. Education Sub-Committee. 
WILLIAM A. PEPLOW, 
Assistant Hon. Sec. L.A.A. 
Central Library, Town Hall, CRoypon. 
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NOTES ON MATERIALS FOR LIBRARY BOOKBINDING. 
By Geo. A. STEPHEN, St. Pancras Public Libraries. 
(Concluded. ) 


SHEEPSKIN was and might now be made a very useful leather for 
cheap work, to which the century old bindings of the past testify. There 
is a great difference between the skin of the hardy Scotch, Welsh and other 
mountain sheep, and the sleek, well-fed and securely stabled sheep of the 
plain. The fibre of the latter is much looser, and the leather consequently 
less tough. The former skins, properly tanned and worked up without the 
use of destructive acids, are useful for books that are not subjected to 
hard wear, especially as their price is low. Sheepskin when tanned in oak 
or larch bark is known as basil, or bazil—apparently a corruption of the 
French basane. It is distinguished from roan, which is a soft and flexible 
sheepskin tanned in sumach and stained or coloured. Sheepskin is often 
dressed by a mechanical process in imitation of morocco or other of the 
finer and more expensive leathers. It cannot be too emphatically stated 
that no leather should be accepted for binding purposes that has been 
** printed ’* with an embossing plate or roller, or by the electro-plate 
process, as these processes have a very injurious effect, impairing its 
strength and durability. The chief reason is that all grease must be 
removed, otherwise it would come to the surface and give a patchy ap- 
pearance. When sheepskin is split in two, the upper or grained half is 
called a skiver, while the under or fleshy half is known as a flesher, which 
after dressing is dignified by the name of chamois. The thin grain sides 
are treated with paste, and are known as paste grains. This leather is 
utterly useless for solid bindings, its substance being little better than 
tough paper. 

Car is a very suitable leather for elegant bindings, where strength 
is of secondary consideration. The introduction of the brilliant aniline 
dyes has been largely instrumental in bringing calf to the fore as a 
material for desirable bindings, but its smooth surface is against it for the 
purpose of rough wear, as the least seratch or injury becomes apparent. 
Even with considerate treatment, the lasting qualities of calf are far in- 
ferior to a good morocco. The ingenious method of applying acids and 
water to calf to obtain the conventional imitation of the trunk and 
branches of a tree, and other vast varieties of marble imitations, is to be 
condemned because the acids used in these processes are detrimental to 
the life of calf thus treated. The modern calf now on the market does 
not seemed to be prepared by the same process as the old calf, and few 
books bound in this material retain their suppleness after a few years. 
They soon crumble away at the joints and backs exposed to the atmos- 
phete. For public library bindings it is therefore not to be recommended. 

Russia leather derives its name from the country that first manu- 
factured the article. Genuine Russia leather is prepared principally from 
the hides of young cattle tanned with willow bark. The skins were 
originally dyed red by a surface ayeing with sandalwood, but thev are now 
supplied in other colours and black. It is prized for its peculiar odour, 
which, by the way, is said to repel insects. It is generally stated that the 
pleasant scent is due to treatment with the tar extracted from the birch 
tree; the method, however, by which it is imparted still remains a secret. 
Frequent attempts have been made by tanners in other countries to impart 
this odour to their leathers by the use of birch oil, but the results have 
been far from satisfactory. If in constant use Russia leather not pared 
down has, no doubt, good qualities, and the writer has seen a ledger 
where the leather was in good condition after twelve years’ hard wear. 
Various kinds of skins are now employed in the manufacture of imitation 
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Russia leather in different parts of Europe and America. These leathers 
of inferior quality have brought the genuine article into disrepute. For 
public library work Russia leather has been almost superseded _ by 
morocco, Which is not only somewhat cheaper but more durable. Speaking 
of the decay of modern leathers the Committee of the Society of Arts on 
Leather for Bookbinding refer to the Russia leather bindings examined 
by them. These are included in the general condemnation: ** In nearly 
every case Russia leather was found to have become rotten, at least in 
bindings of the last 50 years.” 

PeGAMoip, ReEXINE and KeERATOL are really very useful materials in 
their way, but more suitable for upholstering and so forth than for books. 
The feel and smell are somewhat objectionable and they possess the draw- 
back of not holding gilt very well; however, their impervious surface 
is certainly commendable for promoting cleanliness as they are washable. 

BuckkAM—a name familiar to many through Falstaff’s antagonists— 
is a coarse open fabric of cotton or linen, made in different colours and 
stiffened with size. It will be found a durable material for books that are 
not frequently handled. Being a vegetable product, it is not subject to 
those agencies that have a detrimental effect on leather. It should not be 
used for works in great demand, as the warp and weft of this and other 
textile materials does rot stand constant friction. 


CLoru is a fairly durable material and well suited for books and 
pamphlets not often asked for, and if used for such books will outlast 
some of those bound in certain leathers. Books published when cloth was 
first employed are stut to be found in good condition. If a digression be 
permitted, it is interesting to note that cloth binding is entirely an English 
invention. The exact date of its introduction is in doubt, but it is gene- 
rally considered that coloured cloth (glazed calico) was introduced by 
Pickering, the publisher, and Leighton, the bookbinder, in 1822. The 
title Was printed on a paper label and pasted on the back of the volume. 
About the year 1831 embossed cloth, similar to that now in use, was 
introduced. The first work of importance bound in this material with a 
watered silk pattern was the edition of Lord Byron’s Life and Works in 17 
volumes. The first volume was published in 1832 with a green paper 
label, but the second and subsequent volumes were issued with the title 
and coronet stamped in gold upon the cloth. 


” 


Boarvs. ‘The term ‘* boards ’’ reminds one of the wooden boards that 
were first used for the binding and preservation of the old tomes of the 
middle ages. These ponderous boards were superseded by sheets of paper 
pasted and pressed together, and called pasteboards. In turn pasteboards 
were succeeded by millboards, which are themselves now limited to the 
better tlass work; the cheaper bound books having only  strawboards. 
Millboards and strawboards for bookbinding are now made in so many 
qualities and thicknesses that it is impossible to describe all of them. The 
thickness of the boards to be used will, of course, depend upon the size 
and thickness of the book for which they are required. The best mill- 
boards are hand-made from a pure hemp rope material, which make them 
the strongest and most suitable boards for the best leather work. They 
are of a much darker colour than the inferior grades, due to the presence 
of a considerable amount of tar. It is this quality that is mentioned in 


Specification 1 of the Society of Arts Committee. Two other qualities of 
hand-made boards are also made from hemp — hemp yarns, hemp coal 
sacks, mats and plaits, and other shipping rope. The machine-made 


boards, best and second qualities, are principally made from old brown 
paper, but bagging, inferior kinds of coal sacks, millboard cuttings, 
cartridge cuttings, ete., are also included in their composition. Their 
price is about half that of the hand-made boards. For common work 
strawboards are used. These, as their name implies, are made from 
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straw, apparently the cheapest material obtainable. Strawboards are a 
cheap product of the foreigner, the largest consignments coming from 
Germany. the best boards are made from fine straw; their price is a 
little cheaper than the second quality machine-made boards. Strawboards 
are very much more frangible than millboards, a hard knock on_ the 
corners being sufficient to spoil them completely, and therefore they are 
not to be recommended. The best boards in any material have to be 
rolled very hard, but not enough to make them brittle. It is important 
they should be auite dry When used. 


Cotours. In the past too much attention has been given to the 
colour question in bookbinding, librarians and others insisting upon 
bright and light delicate shades of colour, and even going so far as to 
reject those leathers that do not exhibit absolute evenness of colour. 
These regrettable exactions, combined with the hurry with which orders 
have to be executed, have resulted in manufacturers resorting to the 
practice of using sulphuric acid for clearing the skins of all grease and 
animal matter in order to ensure the desired uniformity and clearness of 
colour. ‘Lhe vegetable dyes, too, that were formerly used have been dis- 
carded in favour of the less durable aniline dyes, which, however, yield a 
much larger variety of shades. The Report of the Committee of the 
Society of Arts has been instrumental in inducing several well-known firms 
to comply with the recommendations and to guarantee to supply leathers 
that have not been injured in the process of tanning and dyeing, by the 
employment of sulphuric or other injurious acids. In the preparation of 
bookbinding specifications it would be well to consult this Report so that 
all the salient points may be included. It is essential that only non- 
mineral acids be used. At present they are on the safe side who content 
themselves with quiet, dull shades of colour, and even somewhat unevenly 
dyed leathers. Little, if any, practical advantage is to be gained by 
using a distinctive colour for each class, as the leathers soon lose their 
original brightness, and, moreover, the desired effect must necessarily be 
spoiled by the contiguity of numerous books in their original covers. It 
may not be unwise, therefore, to use in the majority of cases, at any rate, 
the fastest and best-wearing colours, viz., dark red and maroon, and 
abandon all secondary considerations. 





Sé 


THE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION LIBRARY. 


Members of the L.A.A. may not be generally aware that they may 
now have the free use of the valuable Library of the Library Association. 
The Library is deposited at the London School of Economics, Clare 
Market, Kingsway, W.C., and the books in the collection may be consulted 
in the Reading-Room under the ordinary rules of the Library of the 
School. The Reading-Room is open at 10 a.m. daily, closing, during 
term, at 9 p.m., and, during vacation, at 6 p.m., Saturdays at 1 p.m. 
Books in the collection of the Library Association, except such as are 
marked for reference only, may be borrowed for home use by members 
and associates of the Library Association and by members of the L.A.A. 
either by personal application at the School of Economics during the 
hours at which the Library is open, or on application by post addressed to 
the Assistant Secretary, the Library Association, Whitcomb House, Whit- 
comb Street, London, W.C. When application is made by post sixpence in 
stamps or postal order for a single volume, or a shilling for more than 
one volume must be enclosed. The works required will be forwarded as 
soon as available to any address in the United Kingdom. but not abroad. 
Not more than three works, or six volumes, may be borrowed at one time. 
Books may be retained for fifteen days, the days of issue and return each 
counting as one day, but the loan of any work may be renewed for a 
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further period of eight days if the work has not in the meantime been 
asked for by another person entitled to borrow it. Applications for renewal 
should be addressed personally to the Superintendent of the Reading-Room, 
or by letter to the Librarian at the School of Economics. 


While on this subject it may not be out of place to remind members 
of the L.A.A. of the existence of their own Library. This is housed at 
St. Martin’s Public Library, St. Martin’s Lane, W.C., and every member 
is entitled to the free use of the collection. The Library although small 
contains most of the books necessary to the assistant in his studies, and 
has recently been enriched by the addition of some important new books. 
Members may borrow two volumes at a time, and may retain them for one 
month, the only condition being that carriage both ways must be paid 
by the borrower. Application for books should be made either 


personally 
or by letter to Mr. A. H. Carter, St. Martin’s Library, W.C. 


THE COMMITTEE, 


A meeting of the Committee was held at Cripplegate Institute, 
Golden Lane, E.C., on Wednesday evening, August 15th. Mr. W. 
Benson Thorne presided, and there were also present Messrs. Bursill, 
Chambers, Coutts, Dallimore, Hawkins, Hogg, Poulter, Rees, Roebuck, 
Smith, Stephen, Sureties, Young, and Sayers (Hon. Secretary), and the 
three junior members, Messrs. Bayley, Bell and Cornwall. 

A letter was read from Mr. H. D. Roberts accepting his election to 
hon. membership. A complete sessional programme was reported and 
directed to be printed in an early number of the journal. A board was 
formed to consider the advisability of making an official register of library 
assistants. Questions of the possibility of holding a camp next year, and 
a holiday in Belgium, were referred to the Finance and General Purposes 
Sub-Committee. The preliminary arrangements for the annual dinner 
were also made, it being resolved that this take place at Aiderton’s Hotel 
at an early date in November, that the Chairman of the L.A.A. preside, 
and that tickets be 3s. 6d. each. A sum of 7s. 6d. having been collected 
to purchase a volume for the Claydon Libraries, the Chariman and 
Treasurer were asked to choose and forward a suitable book. The 
arrangements made by the Assistant Hon. Sec. for the L.A.A. Cricket 
Match were approved. After much debate, the following resolution to the 
Library Association was passed :— 

‘* That in view of the fact that so many of our members in different 
parts of the country are at present engaged in qualifying for the Library 
Association Diploma, this Committee urges the Library Association, not- 
withstanding any alteration it may make in its examination scheme, to 
allow all persons at present possessing one or more certificates, to sit 
for the remaining sections of the present scheme; thus giving them an 
opportunity to obtain the Diploma without having to start de novo."’ 

Eight new members were elected. 


The next Committee was ordered for September 12th 


NEW MEMBERS. 
Senior: Messrs. T. J. Hunt, St. George’s Library, Stepney; and D. E. 
Wood, Royal Medical and Chirurgical Society. 
Junior: Messrs. H. W. Acomb, Birmingham University Library ; 
A. G. Bond, Gravesend; H. Lofthouse, Leecs Institute; T. D. Lunn, 
Leeds Institute; H. G. Sparks, Kensington; and F. B. Palmer, Greenwich. 
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LIBRARY PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 


Croypon Pustic Linraries: The Reader's Index, Vol. 8, No. 4. 
July-August, 1906.—A special number entirely devoted to a Union Subject- 
Index of the Libraries. 

Stepney Pusric Lisraries: Catalogue of Books in the Children’s 
Department of the St. George’s Library.—Part I. of this Catalogue is’ a 
Subject list, and Part If. an Author list. The Subject list is one of the 
most comprehensive we have seen in a Catalogue of this description, stories 
being set out under the subjects of which they treat. The treatment of the 
subject ** England and the Empire "’ is very full, all books being arranged 
chronologically in periods, 

WesTMINSTER Puptic Liprartes: Report for the year 1905-1906. 

WILLESDEN GREEN Pustic Linrary: Quarterly Record, Vol. 6, No. 2. 
August, 1906.—Additions to the Livrary; Article—The Quieter London : 
some little-known aspects of the Metropolis, by Charles Rowley, M.A. ; 
and Reading List—London. 


: 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
To the Editor of the ‘ Library Assistant."’ 
Catalogue Annotations. 
Sir,—I am very interested in the question raised by your previous 


correspondents on this subject, involving as it does a nice point of pro- 
fessional ethics. IT might preface my remarks with a dissertation on the | 


ethics of anonymity, but [ will refrain, although I should like to see 3 
anonymous communications kept out of the pages of ‘* The Library 
Assistant."" A man who hasn't the courage of his convictions sufficiently 
developed to enable him to append his name to letters he sends to the 
press, would be well advised to consider whether the waste paper basket 
isn't a better place for such letters. 

From an ethical standpoint alone, one is bound to support the view 
held by ‘* Viator." The art of annotation being in its infancy, and_ the 
existence of annotations in a catalogue bringing ‘* kudos’ to its com- 
piler, I can only characterise as an act of dishonesty the use of sub-titles 
as annotations without acknowledging their source. For terseness of 
expression they are often model annotations, but the cataloguer has no 
right to use them in such a way as to lead the public to believe them to be 
the result of his own erudition. 

That there is considerable difference of opinion, T know, but a definite 
ruling has now been laid down by Mr. E. A. Savage in his recently pub- 
lished ** Manual of aescriptive annotation for library catalogues.’? ** An 
annotation,’’ he says, ** is the term used to denote the whole of the matte: 
descriptive of a book apart from the simple catalogue entry, and it con- 
sists of several parts or notes. The simple entry comprises heading, title 
(i.e., title proper, and second part of title or sub-title), and imprint.”’ 
The italics are mine. 

° 


In giving his decis‘on in the West Riding Appeal Case, the Master of 
the Rolls said *‘ it is an accepted maxim of legal interpretation that th 
expression of the one means the exclusion of the other,"’ therefore if we apply 
this method of reasoning to Mr. Savage’s definition we get a ruling on 
the point, and this notwithstanding the fact that ‘* Bellicosus *’ has ‘* read 
every book and almost every article dealing with annotation yet written.’ 
and knows of nothing to contradict his belief. 
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I hope the point will be fully dealt with in the new Anglo-American 
Code of Cataloguing Rules. 


As to the saving of space referred to by * Bellicosus’’ I] am not at all 
convinced that it is as much as he would lead one to think. Taking a 
page at haphazard from a recent catalogue well received by the library 
press, I find there are no fewer than 21 sub-titles given, and only 4 of 
these necessitate the entry occupying more room than if they had been 
left out. It follows therefore that if these had appeared as notes they 
would have taken 17 lines more than they do by allowing them to appear 
in their proper place. . 


Therefore U.bliographical accuracy, honesty and economy are all ob- 
tained by the latter method. 
W. Gro, CraMBers. 
Plumstead. 


APPOINTMENT. 


Wetts, Mr. C., Chief Assistant, Norfolk and Norwich Library, Norwich, 
and formerly Senior Assistant, Hove, to be  Librarian-in-charge, 
Stirchley, King’s Norton. 


THE. L.A.A. CRICKET MATCH. 
Library Assistants N. of the Thames versus Library Assistants 
S. of the Thames. 


Mr. W. A. Peplow is evidently on good terms with the public official 
who presides over the weather. Anyway, he arranged for a fine day and 
we got it with a vengeance. Not one of the thirty-two doughty champions 
of the willow who took the field at Regent’s Park on Wednesday, August 
22nd, carried a thermometer, but the South London assistants, who fielded 
first, were of opinion that the temperature approximated to 100 degrees in 
the open. It had been intended to play two matches simultaneously, but 
the Juniors in N. London are not cricket enthusiasts apparently, and the 
expedient of dividing the four proposed teams into two large ones was 
adopted. Mr. Thorne captained the North team and Mr. VPeplow the 
South. The North batted first and held the field for two hours. We had 
many spectators, including a large number of the always-tired gentlefolks 
who lie about our public parks all day. These last formed a recumbent 
boundary on three sides of the ground, the other side being made up of 
ladies who graced our display, and of interested members of the Associa- 
tion. We cannot particularise fully the varying feats of the day. Messrs. 
Peplow, Blakey and Gates proved themselves excellent bowlers on behalf 
of the South, and Messrs. Rivers, Sureties and Denton did yeoman service 
in the same capacity for the North. The batting was highly amusing and 
very brisk, if scarcely reminiscent of Hayward’s. Mr. Blakey was top 
scorer for the South with 24, Mr. Peplow being second with 19. For the 
North the largest score was 15 by Mr. Sawtell. The Chairman startled: 
the enthusiasm of the field by a tremendous drive for 4, and the Hon. 
Secretary saw his middle stump prostrate with the next ;ball after the 
winning drive which registered 3. The Editor proved himself a most 
efficient cricketer, and our old friend Mr. Harris showed plainly that his 
promotion to the order of Chief Librarian had not reduced his agility. 
Stumps were drawn at 7.10 p.m., while there were yet five of the South 
to go in. Therefore, in cricket parlance (of which the present writer is 
profoundly ignorant) the match was a ‘“‘ draw,’’ although it is evident 
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from the following scores that the South had the best of it. We con- 
gratulate Mr. Peplow and the Association on the results. May we have 
many more such matches, and may the social side of the u.A.A.’s work 
never be overlooked. The entire outfit was supplied by the Croydon 
Libraries Staff Guild, to the Committee of which our thanks are due. 


ONE WHO PLAYED. 


Scores: 


NORTH. Soutn. 
J. Rivers (Hampstead) ............ 4 C. Gates (Croydon) _.............. 7 
H. J. King (Poplar) ............... 3 A. A. Blakey (Bermondsey) ...... 24 
H. G. Sureties (Hornsey) ......... 2 F. Dallimore (Wimbledon) ...... 3 
A. Denton (Chelsea) ............... 5 A. Palmer (Greenwich) ............ 0 
H. Smith (Bishopsgate Inst.) .... 2 W. A. Peplow (Croydon) ...... 19 
W. B. McDouall (Hammersmith) 4 S. J. Redgrave (Croydon) ...... 2 
W. H. Sunley (Leyton) ......... 1 V. B. Usherwood (Woolwich)... 4 
T. P. Greig (Westminster) ...... 2 W. J. Herris (Bromley), not out 5 
J. Bailey (Hampstead) ............ 0 R. Cooper (Battersea) ............ 3 
C. Henley (Poplar) _............... 0 W. C. B. Sayers (Croydon) ... 3 
C. R. Cadman (Poplar) ......... 10 T. W. Powell (Kingston) ...... 0 
T. Bradford (Hampstead) ......... 6 <A. Kidd (Woolwich) did not bat 
K. Pitkethley (Hampstead) ...... 0 C. E. Davidson (Bermondsey) ,, 
H. C. Sawtell (Wimbledon) 15 H. A. Twort (Croydon) # 
S. Kirby (Hornsey) _ ............... 0 R. L. Brown (Wimbledon) a 
W. B. Thorne (Poplar), not out 4 T. E. Davidson - 
| a CA eee eee 20 ENE agenatdlntcareendnasnddaence 12 
WO eetiatidicmisiecs 78 Tee 82 
ADDRESSES. 


Chairman—Mr. W. Benson Thorne, Bromley Library, Poplar, E. 


Hon. Treasurer—Mr. W. Geo. Chambers, Public Library, Plumstead 

(Telephone—45 Woolwich). 

Hon. Secretary—Mr. W. C. Berwick Sayers, Central Library, Croydon 
(Telephone—394 Croydon). 


Hon. Editor—Mr. Hugh Smith, Bishopsgate Institute, E.C., to 
matter for the October number should be sent not 
September 20th. 


whom 
later than 





